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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


Ca Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 





Beautiful 
Picture of His Holiness 
Pope Pius XII 
This portrait of our glorious- 
ly reigning Sovereign Pontiff is 
lithographed in delicate yet rich 
colors. It is artistically mounted 
upon a colored background, and 
is ideal for framing. Picture it- 
self is 8 x 10 inches; mounted 
on background 10 x 12% in. 
Price 25¢ each; discount of 25% 
on 50; 35% on 100. 
Address: Benedictine Convent of 


Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 








Conception College and Academy 
Conception, Missouri 
A classical High School and College conducted by the 


Benedictine Fathers. Special attention given to young men of 
moderate means who wish to prepare for the holy priesthood. 


For catalog apply to the Rev. Rector. 
TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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PREMIUMS 


For NEW and RENEWAL Subscriptions to 


‘Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


+ >t 


For ONE Subscription 


One Scheyern Cross with either 
one of the following booklets, Devo- 
tion to the Precious Blood, or Good 
St. Anne or St. Benedict, the Beloved 
of God. OR: — 


Three Blessed 
Medals — the 
scapular medal, 
which may be 
worn in place of 
the scapular; 
medal of the In- 
fant of Prague — 
many favors have been obtained 
through the use of this medal, es- 
pecially efficacious for children; 
jubilee medal of St. Benedict with 
explanatory leaflet giving the great 
number of indulgences which may 
be gained by wearing the medal. OR: 


Picture of St. Anne — suitable for 
framing, size 6 x 8 inches. The pic- 
ture, in dainty colors, depicts Saint 
Anne with the Child Mary. 


For THREE Subscriptions 


One hundred assorted prayer leaf- 
lets — comprising a great variety of 
beautiful and efficacious prayers. 





For TWO Subscriptions 


Medal Stories for Children — a 
collection of appealing stories for 
children, attractively illustrated, with 
colorful paper binding. The stories 
are such as would hold a child’s 
interest, at the 
same time giving 
them the Catholic 
view point on 
various subjects. 
Four such books, 
with different 
stories, may be 
had for FIVE subscriptions. An ideal 
birthday gift or remembrance of First 
Holy Communion. OR: — 


St. Christopher Auto Medal — in 
oxidized silver. St. Christopher is 
the patron saint of travelers, par- 
ticularly of automobilists. A very 
practical and attractive gift. 


For FOUR Subscriptions 


Free subscription to ‘Tabernacle 
and Purgatory”’ for one year, or one 
year’s renewal. An excellent means 
of promoting Catholic Action, and of 
bringing worth while reading matter 
into the homes of relatives or friends. 


Please Mention Premium Desired. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 























Our {Dady of CMount Carmel 


To those who have faithfully worn her scapular 


during life, Our Lady shows herself 
a true Mother of mercy, 
and obtains their speedy release from 
the pains of purgatory. 














Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the Consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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The Precious Blood 
Sie 
URING the month of July, Holy Church invites us to 
practice a special devotion to the Precious Blood of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.. The first day of 
the month is set apart as the Feast of the Precious 
Blood, the feast instituted by Pope Pius IX in grati- 
tude for his return to Rome after he had been forced 
to go into exile in 1848. Before setting out on his return to the Eternal 
City, the Pontiff established the festival, thus placing his pontificate 
under the special care of the Savior who had shed His Blood to the 
last drop for the ransom of souls. 

Yes, the Blood of Christ has been the price of our salvation. It 
is the pledge of Divine love for the souls of men. It is the Blood of 
the new and everlasting testament, the Blood shed by the Shepherd for 
His sheep. The Mass and the sacraments of the Church are the channels 
by which Its merits pour into our souls, cleansing, purifying, redeeming 
and sanctifying them. We receive these merits in baptism, and by them 
we are made children of God. Again and again we are restored to the 
state of sanctifying grace by those merits, in the sacrament of penance. 
In Holy Mass, this Blood is shed anew for us in a mystical manner on 
the altar. In Holy Communion, when we receive the true Flesh and 
Blood of the Son of Man, we receive His life anew into our souls. 
Before the altar of God we kneel to adore that Precious Blood, the 
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source of every grace and blessing to us. The angels and saints in 
heaven adore the Blood of Christ, as do the faithful on earth. 


Love for Love 


Love begets love. Jesus in shedding His Blood for us has given 
the strongest proof of love that could be given. He tells us this Him- 
self — “Greater love than this no man hath, than that he lay down his 
life for his friends” (John xv. 13). But because the love shown by 
Jesus in the shedding of His Blood for us speaks strongly of sacrifice 
made and calls for sacrifice in return, devotion to His Precious Blood 
does not so quickly gain the affection of men. The devotion is much 
less known and practiced than it deserves to be. Few Christians, it 
would seem, think frequently of the Precious Blood as being the object 
of a special devotion which they should attempt to understand and 
practice to an extent that it becomes a very part of their spiritual selves. 
Did they but realize how important and salutary this devotion is, the 
month of the Precious Blood would occupy as prominent a place in 
their lives as the month of the Sacred Heart, which is to many the 
most appealing devotion in the Church. Yet the Precious Blood is an 
equally important part of the sacred humanity of Christ by which we 
were redeemed, not only because the Blood gave vitality to His human 
Body, but more especially because It was the ransom paid for our 
Redemption. Accordingly, when we accept God’s mercy and return 
gratitude to Him for saving us from eternal death and bestowing upon 
us eternal life, we can find no better way to do so than by practicing 
devotion to the Precious Blood, the devotion, by excellence, of our 
Redemption. 

But alas! though this Divine Blood was intended to wash and 
cleanse all the children of Adam, and though It was in effect poured 
out upon all the members of the human race, yet there are many per- 
sons who make themselves guilty of this Blood by their evil works, in 
the same manner as those of old charged themselves with It, by word 
and deed. And indeed, Christians are the more guilty because they 
know and believe It to be the Blood of the God-man, whereas those 
who crucified Christ did not recognize His Divinity. 

The sins and depraved lives of many Christians proclaim louder 
than tongues their abuse of the Blood of Christ, and their consent to 
the guilt of His death, which they load upon themselves. “Let Christ 
be affronted, buffeted, despised,” they say in effect; “let Him be tor- 
mented, scourged and crowned with thorns for our sins, if only we be 
left free to enjoy the goods of this world, to seize the pleasure of the 
passing hour, to live in contentment and happiness.” Such is the rule 
of life of many who profess to be Christians. Ah, could we but ask 
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the condemned in hell whether these were not also their sentiments, 
how they would tell us that those who abuse the Blood of Christ can 
expect naught but eternal punishment for their impious conduct. What 
a perfect remedy they might have found in the saving Blood of the 
Redeemer, had they but chosen to avail themselves of it! 


Veneration Leads to Imitation 


Reflection on the Precious Blood is well-nigh inseparable from 
reflection on the bitter Passion of the Savior, and such reflection should 
necessarily lead us to at least some form of imitation of our Divine 
Model. But where shall we find among the children of the Church any- 
one who would willingly permit a thief and malefactor to be preferred 
to him? Though it is certain that no one could be found as good and 
holy as Christ, nor one more degraded than Barabbas, yet in spite of 
this example of Christ’s humility, innumerable men are offended and 
think themselves disgraced if they are not preferred and exalted by 
honors, riches and dignities. These so-called honors are sought after, 
contended for and solicited. Thus the humility of the Savior, His 
patience, His bearing of injuries, the dishonor of the Cross, all are 
forgotten and the imitation of our Blessed Redeemer is left to the poor 
and lowly ones of earth. Well might we exclaim with the sacred writer 
that the ways of Sion are deserted and full of wailing, because there 
are so few who will come to the solemn feast of the imitation of Christ, 
Our Lord. 

During the month of July, let us endeavor in a special manner to 
honor the Precious Blood, offering It frequently to the Eternal Father 
in satisfaction for our sins and shortcomings, for the needs of the 
Church, and especially that peace may come speedily to the earth. 
St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi had formed the habit of offering the 
Precious Blood of Jesus at least fifty times daily in satisfaction for her 
sins and for the Church. Though we may not be saints, we can yet 
find it possible to aspire to such a practice, which will not be without 
its special fruits for our souls for time and eternity. 


—_~<~<<-~—S 


To honor the Precious Blood — truly present 
in the Blessed Sacrament — let us burn a large 
waxen candle for you in one of our three Eucharistic 
Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration. For an alms 
of 50¢, a candle will be burned a day and a night 
before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed; for 
$3.50, one week; and for $12.00, an entire month. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 











70 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


cAnnouncing ~, 


the glorious tidings of the coming of the well-known and zealous 
Apostle of the Sacred Heart, Father Matheo Crawley Boevey, SS.CC., 
to the United States. He is to arrive in San Francisco, California, 
sometime during the month of July, to take up his work in behalf of 
the reign of the Heart of Jesus. This is indeed a Godsend to our country, 
and the fulfilment of a long-cherished desire of lovers of the Sacred 
Heart. 





— 
N TIMES of special need, when the Church which Jesus 
Christ established on earth is faced by many and grave 
difficulties, God has ever raised up souls of remarkable 
piety and ability, persons fired with zeal for the eternal 
welfare of souls. So, too, in our own times, when the 
evils of society and the dangers which threaten Church 
and family are perhaps greater than ever before in the 
history of the world, God has given to His Church a 
great apostle, a zealous missionary, whose doctrine is the love of the 
Sacred Heart, whose mission is to establish the reign of the Sacred 
Heart in every heart and home. 

This apostle of the Sacred Heart needs no introduction to many of 
our dear readers, who have followed with interest the course of his 
activities. Father Matheo, the founder and promoter of the devotion 
known as the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart, was born in Peru, 
South America, and for years, as a member of the religious congrega- 
tion of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, carried on the apostolic 
work of a missionary in Chili. As a young priest, full of energy and 
lively zeal for the salvation of souls, Father Matheo was toiling for 
the spread of Christ’s kingdom in Valparaiso, Chili, when he fell a 
victim to a serious illness. As he had always cherished an ardent 
desire to visit the shrine at Paray-le-Monial, his religious superiors 
sent him, in 1907, to this celebrated sanctuary of the Sacred Heart. 
He went, not indeed to ask for a cure, but to beg for a more ardent 
love of the Sacred Heart. But no sooner had he knelt down in the 
Chapel of the Apparitions than he was completely restored to health. 
Father Matheo relates the incident in this touching manner:— 

“Here at the altar, the most sacred after that of Calvary, I knelt 
and prayed, when suddenly within me I felt a peculiar sensation. 
Stirred to my innermost depths by a ray of Divine grace, as powerful 








In promoting the reign of the Sacred Heart in families, Father Matheo seeks 
to satisfy the yearnings of Him whose delights are to be with 
the children of men. 


as it was inexpressibly mild, I arose, perfectly healed. I threw myself 
on my knees in this sacred place, and while absorbed in acts of love 
and thanksgiving, / understood what the Lord desired of me. That same 
evening, I resolved upon a plan to conquer the whole world for the 
love of the Heart of Jesus— home after home, family after family. 
I realized that among the promises made by Our Lord to Saint Margaret 
Mary, there was one to which full justice had not yet been done. I 
understood that the kingdom of love, which the Heart of Jesus required, 
was to be established, not only through a general consecration of the 
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human race as designated by Pope Leo XIII, but also by the consecra- 
tion of the family, where the Heart of Jesus desires to have His altar 
and His throne. 

“Here at Paray-le-Monial, Our Lord said: ‘If thou believe in My 
love... if thou believe... if thou believe, thou shalt see marvels of 
My love!’ 

“Then I went to Rome to beg permission of the Holy Father to 
dedicate my life to this apostolate. Kneeling at his feet, I said: ‘Holy 
Father, I earnestly beg to be permitted to work for the fulfilment 
of the desires of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, by endeavoring to spread 
His kingdom throughout the world. Allow me to be an apostle of the 
Sacred Heart, to conquer the world for Him, home after home, family 
after family.’ The Pope answered: ‘No, my son.’ ‘Holy Father,’ I 
replied, ‘I should like to preach of love, of the kingdom of love. I 
distinctly feel that this is my vocation, that the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
really expects this of me.’ Again the Pope replied: ‘No, my son.’ 
Then I raised my eyes to the face of Pius X, and, pressing me to his 
bosom he said: ‘My son, you ask my permission and I say No. As 
the Vicar of Jesus Christ on earth, ] command you to traverse the whole 
world, to preach, to announce the Gospel, and to conquer for the Heart 
of Jesus the sanctuary of every family, by spreading your work 
everywhere.’ ” 


The Apostle of Divine Love 


Since that momentous day, Father Matheo has been continually 
traveling from country to country to “preach Love.” Returning from 
Rome to South America, the zealous priest began his apostolate with 
wonderful success. The most bitter enemies of the Church were con- 
verted in great numbers. From South America, his labors took him 
to Italy, France, Spain, Switzerland, Belgium and England. For the 
past three years, he has been conducting a most successful mission 
among the priests, missionaries and religious in the Far East. He has 
preached in China, Japan, Indo-China, the Philippines, and will spend 
some time in Hawaii before coming to the United States. Father 
Matheo’s heart and soul, mind and body have combined in an heroic 
effort to do the maximum amount of good to the largest possible number 
of souls. He has preached retreat after retreat, usually giving four 
sermons a day, of one hour each, every day of the retreat. Often when 
going to preach for the eighth time on the same day, he would say 
that he was now going to rest himself, adding: “Can anything be more 
restful than to speak of Him whom one loves?” Often he has been 
tired, very tired, his voice and face giving evidence of it, but his won- 
derful love for the Sacred Heart has sent a magic current of life into 
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his almost exhausted body, with such great power that he can truly 
say: “I live now, not I, but Christ liveth in me.” This would seem to 
be no exaggeration, for it has been evident to all that it would be 
physically impossible for any ordinary human being to accomplish 
so vast an amount of work, day after day in an endless succession, not 
only in one country but in all parts of the world, in all kinds of 
weather, in different climatic conditions, and to survive such a strain 
on mind and body. By this fact alone, God would seem to prove his 
special vocation and give witness to its Divine origin. There is perhaps 
no other missionary in the world who has been entrusted with so wide 
a range of mission work scattered over the countries of the four quarters 
of the globe. And until the whole world is covered by a network of 
families consecrated to the Sacred Heart, this saintly priest will not rest. 
Even from the heights of heaven, he will one day continue his life’s 
work, pleading with the Sacred Heart that all the families for whom 
he has labored may be true to their promises, and that many saints 
may blossom forth from those sacred sanctuaries, to shine like stars 
for all eternity. 

The inspired words of this zealous apostle of the Sacred Heart are 
irresistible. Those who listen to him rarely escape the contagion of 
his ardent love of God which pours from his heart in glowing eloquence. 
As one person naively expressed it: “Father Matheo does not give 
sermons or conferences, but injections of the love of God.” Surely 
he is an apostle in the true sense of the word, with neither scrip nor 
purse, with no other strength than his overwhelming love and total 
self-forgetfulness. He has traversed the world, winning souls and 
inflaming them with the love of God, and this with a great simplicity 
and unction. He says the most simple things— tells the Gospel truths 
in the most ordinary way — yet he raises the souls of his hearers by 
something Divine that is within him. The Master Himself speaks and 
acts in His apostle; seeing and hearing him, one experiences what 
must have been experienced long ago when Our Lord passed by. 

Our dear readers will be delighted to know that Father Matheo 
is soon to take up in our own United States his apostolate in the interests 
of the Sacred Heart. His coming will be an outstanding event in the 
history of the Church in our country, a true Godsend to the clergy, 
religious and laity in these critical times when faith and love of God 
are so sorely put to the test on every side. We shall endeavor to keep 
our dear readers informed of the progress of Father Matheo’s work, and 
we earnestly ask all to unite with us in prayer for the success of his 
mission in the United States. 


~~~ 
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Pathways of Light 
<>: 


ULY, the month of the Precious Blood, places before 
us three distinct types of saints produced by that all- 
purifying, all sanctifying Price of our Redemption. 
St. Mary Magdalen (feast, July 22), the humble and 
ardent penitent, who, drinking in the words of salvation 
at the feet of Our Lord, may be said to typify the con- 
templative life; St. Martha, her sister (July 29), whose 
solicitude in serving the Savior during His gracious 
visits to their home in Bethany, won for her the distinction of being 
regarded as a type of the active life; and St. Benedict (July 11), the 
great-souled patriarch of Western monasticism, whose life exemplifies 
the happy union of both the contemplative and the active elements. 

When Martha, impatient because her sister had left her alone to 
serve, begged the Master to bid Magdalen to assist her, Jesus chided 
her with the words: “Martha, Martha, thou art careful, and art troubled 
about many things: But one thing is necessary. Mary hath chosen the 
best part, which shall not be taken away from her” (Luke x. 41, 42). 
Mary Magdalen had indeed chosen the better part. Like Mary, the 
Mother of God, she kept the words of Jesus in her heart, pondered 
them carefully, and found in them an inexhaustible spring of wisdom, 
joy and consolation. And in time her soul became so enlightened and 
inflamed by this interior communion that she may be regarded not 
only as the model of penitence, but also of Divine contemplation. 
Tradition tells us that after the death of Christ she lived for thirty-three 
years in a solitude, hidden and unknown to the world, where she was 
privileged to scale the sublimest heights of Divine love and to penetrate 
into the innermost mysteries of the Divinity. 

Not all souls, however, are called to withdraw from the world and 
devote themselves to the exercise of Divine contemplation. An all-wise 
“ Providence has decreed that very many — yes, the greater number of 
mankind — should devote themselves, Martha-like, to the so-called 
active life, to the performance of external duties so indispensable to 
the welfare and happiness of human society. Not, indeed, that we can 
form such a marked distinction between these two elements as to say 
that the one exists independently of the other. Into every life devoted 
to the practice of Christian virtues, both must enter. But a life is 
usually characterized as being contemplative or active according to the 
element which predominates. 

Perhaps many a loving soul yearns for the peace and retirement 
of solitude, but is compelled by circumstances to devote itself, like 
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Martha, to the performance of a multiplicity of external duties. Then 
how consoling is the thought that work performed with the good inten- 
tion of honoring God becomes a prayer, which may be more pleasing 
in the eyes of God than many a prayer hindered in its heavenward 
flight by the clouds of distraction. Even though it be our lot to labor 
amid the distractions of exterior occupations, we can still carry out 
Our Savior’s injunction to “pray always,” by fostering the spirit of 
prayer; for the spirit of 
prayer consists rather in 
the habitual communion 
of the soul with God than 
in the recitation of multi- 
plied formal prayers. 


Prayer and Work 


St. Benedict, as we 
have said, gives us an 
example of the harmo- 
nious combination of both 
the contemplative and the 
active forms of life. In 
his early youth he fled 
from the corrupting in- 
fluences of worldly asso- 
ciations in Rome, and for 
three years lived in soli- 
tude in an almost inacces- 
ible mountain cavern. 
There he spent his days 
in communing with God 

St. Benedict, the teacher and exemplar and in penitential exer- 

of Christian perfection. cises, and kept long night- 

ly vigils under the starry 

skies. But it was not God’s will that he should remain long in this 

seclusion. Benedict was to be, like St. Paul, a vessel of election, an 

instrument of Divine Providence in dispensing heavenly gifts. God 

therefore manifested His faithful servant to a certain priest, through 

whom others were led to the cave of the saintly young hermit, to seek 
direction and instruction in the spiritual life. 

In the course of time, disciples gathered around the man of God, 
and a monastic community was formed, over which St. Benedict pre- 
sided as abbot. As the number of disciples increased, other com- 
munities were established, and within a few years, twelve monasteries 
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weie founded within the radius of a few miles from Subiaco. By the 
labors of the monks the land was cleared and cultivated, and soon the 
barren wilderness became a fertile and blooming valley. 

In the monastic Rule which he wrote for his disciples, St. Benedict 
likewise combined prayer and labor with heaven-inspired wisdom. 
He assigned to his monks no particular field of labor. Their efforts 
were to be directed, first of all, to the sanctification of their own souls, 
and, in consequence, as men of prayer and obedience, they were to be 
capable of doing any work to which God might call them by the will 
of their superiors and the needs of Holy Church. 

In the course of time the Order was spread throughout Europe, 
and has rendered invaluable services to the Church and to Christian 
civilization in every age. As Montalembert says, “Their monasteries 
were, for ten centuries and more, the schools, the libraries, the guest- 
houses, the work-shops, the hospitals of Christendom.” And the late 
Pope Pius XI, speaking on the occasion of the 14th centenary of the 
founding of Monte Cassino, the cradle of the Order, said: “No one is 
ignorant of the fact that the monks of the Archabbey, and indeed, the 
whole family of St. Benedict, promoted the fine arts; that they passed 
on to posterity the monuments of both Divine and human wisdom; 
that they sent preachers of the Gospel into distant regions. They did 
all this with such benefit to both the Faith and civilization that Our 
predecessor of happy memory, Pius X, wishing to express briefly and 
forcibly the just praise of Monte Cassino, could say with perfect truth 
that its annals are in great part the very history of the Church of Rome.” 

Obedient to the spirit of their holy Founder, who in the forty-third 
chapter of his holy Rule admonishes his disciples, “Let nothing be pre- 
ferred to the work of God,” Benedictine monasteries are celebrated the 
world over for the complete and perfect exemplification of the liturgy 
of the Church. The venerable Jean Jacques Olier, founder of the 
Sulpicians, in an unpublished work paid this tribute to St. Benedict 
and his Order: “St. Benedict was shown to me in prayer as the living 
image of the Heavenly Father, from whom all life and fruitfulness is 
derived, as His faithful representative, not only because of the almost 
unlimited fruitfulness of his posterity, which is as numerous as the 
sands on the seashore, but also because to him was entrusted the mission 
of renewing the spiritual life of the entire Church of God. 

“Indeed, by the fact that during so many centuries he has enriched 
the Church with the life and activity of the great Order of which he 
is the head, he has transmitted to her through his children that spirit 
of religion which is the foundation of the life of this holy Church of 
God... And this spirit reveals itself not only in the sacrifice of a 
heart humbled and annihilated in the presence of the Divine Majesty, 
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but also and above all by the sentiments of love, fervor and praise which 
exhale from the singing of the psalmody which St. Benedict so strongly 
recommends to his children and to which everything in his Rule refers 
more or less directly. 

“The primary object of this Order is to express the homage which 
our Lord Jesus Christ rendered to His Heavenly Father and the sublime 
worship which He offers Him in heaven and on earth. This is the 
reason why that Order displays such splendor and solemnity in carrying 
out the Church’s ceremonies; the reason why it employs such costly 
vestments, as so many glorious images of the heavenly glory, and 
envelops the ceremonies of the Church in light and shimmering splen- 
dor, which elevate the soul to the contemplation of that heavenly 
spectacle which is portrayed in the Apocalypse. 

“Its temples are magnificent; their lofty and massive arches pro-' 

claim the majesty of God; the sublime and melodious chants which 
resound through them are reminiscent of the harmonies of the angelic 
choirs; the sonorous bells swaying aloft resound as the strong voice 
of God, like thunder rolling in the distance. In vain one would seek 
for this pomp and ceremony in the services of other religious congre- 
gations, because they have not the same calling.* Constantly engaged 
in praising the majesty of God in His temple, the monks of St. Benedict 
resemble those privileged choirs of the heavenly hosts which stand 
unceasingly before the throne of the Most High, praising the thrice 
holy God, whilst other angels go forth to carry God’s messages to the 
ends of creation.” 
"Not all Benedictine churches, however, can employ the pomp and 
grandeur portrayed by Msgr. Olier in this eulogy. Although it is the 
ideal of the Order to make its houses of worship as beautiful as possible, 
many communities lack the material means to provide the rich furnish- 
ings of which Msgr. Olier speaks. Nevertheless, his words express this 
truth, that the Order is noted for its faithful and elegant execution of 
the ceremonial of the Church, and that it carries this theme into its 
proper ceremonial at truly monastic functions. External pomp is indeed 
employed, wherever possible, but this is merely an expression of the 
Order’s devotion to the Church and to the liturgical functions of the 
Church. It is the complete and faithful carrying out of every official 
ceremony and function of the Church which characterizes the Order, 
whether the furnishings be simple and poor, or grand and pompous. 


—_~<<—-<—~— 


Young ladies who feel they might like to become Benedictine Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration are invited to send for our booklet “The Eucha- 
ristic Adorer” which will gladly be sent free of charge. This booklet 
gives full information concerning the life and activities of our communi- 


ty. Kindly address Rev. Mother M. Dolorosa, O.S.B., Prioress-General. 








Oblates of St. Benedict 
The Secular Branch of the Order 


>: 





‘HE great spiritual family of St. Benedict embraces not only reli- 
gious men and women who have consecrated themselves to God’s 
service by the five holy vows peculiar to the Order, but also 

devout lay persons in every walk of life who have affiliated themselves 
with the Order as Oblates. Countless persons living in the world have 
found strength, inspiration and consolation in their spiritual life by 
being thus associated with a religious Order, and having a rule of life 
to direct their efforts in striving after perfection. 

As mentioned in a previous issue (November, 1939), an Oblate 
of St. Benedict is a Catholic (of either sex) who by affiliation with 
some monastery which follows the Rule of St. Benedict, strives to lead 
a more perfect life by ordering it, as far as circumstances will permit, 
according to the holy Rule of the great Patriarch of western monas- 
ticism. The Oblate thus becomes really a member of the monastic 
family, shares in its good works, and receives from it valuable assist- 
ance in leading a more perfect life. 

The obligations of Oblates are not at all burdensome, nor do 
they bind under pain of sin. After making formal application for 
admission, the person desiring to become an Oblate is invested with 
the Scapular of St. Benedict, and after one year of probation as a 
Novice-Oblate, is permitted to make the Act of Oblation. This act 
may in a sense be compared to religious profession, though it does 
not have the force of a vow nor bind under pain of sin. The five 
holy vows taken by religious of St. Benedict can easily be adapted as 
norms of life by the Oblates, who can very profitably regulate their 
lives according to their spirit without being bound by them as vows. 
This will be shown by the following suggestions: — 

1. The Vow of Poverty: This vow Oblates can practice by being 
satisfied with their condition in life, by bearing the hardships of pov- 
erty patiently, not envying the rich, not longing inordinately for worldly 
goods, not vehemently and with disquietude striving after riches; by 
dressing modestly and with simplicity, avoiding intemperance and all 
superfluity in éating and drinking, and bestowing alms liberally. 

2. The Vow of Chastity: This vow Oblates can practice by leading 
pure and chaste lives according to their state in life, keeping their body 
as a temple of God, inviolate, scrupulously shunning whatever is for- 
bidden by the sixth and ninth commandments of God, being chaste 
in thought, word and deed. 
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3. The Vow of Obedience: Oblates are exhorted to practice obe- 
dience by striving to do in all things the holy will of God, conscien- 
tiously obeying His commands, living up to the general precepts of 
the Church, complying with the regulations of their bishop and pastor, 
and being submissive to their lawful superiors. 

4. Stability: The Benedictine vow of stability is a deliberate 
promise made to God to remain in the monastery for which profession 
was made, in the observance of religious discipline according to the 
Rule of St. Benedict. The Catholic Encyclopedia, in telling of the 
characteristics of the Rule, speaks of the importance of the Vow of 
Stability, “which became the guarantee of success and permanence. 
It is only another example of the family idea that pervades the entire 
Rule, by means of which the members of the community are bound 
together by a family tie, and each takes upon himself the obligation 
of persevering in his monastery until death, unless sent elsewhere by 
his superiors. It secures to the community, as a whole, and to every 
member of it individually, a share in all the fruits that may arise from 
the labors of each monk, and it gives to each of them that strength and 
vitality which necessarily result from being members of a united family, 
all bound in a similar way and pursuing the same end.” 

Oblates may practice stability by adhering faithfully to the mon- 
astery to which they are affiliated, persevering in their duties as Oblates, 
performing their religious duties with unswerving zeal, practicing the 
ideals of a real Catholic home life, and taking an active part in all 
parish activities — spiritual and material. 

5. Conversion of morals: By this vow the Benedictine is bound to 
labor to eradicate the evil habits and manners he may have contracted 
in the world, and to strive earnestly and perseveringly after perfection. 

Oblates may also labor at the ccnversion of their morals by 
drawing away from the “spirit of the world,” laying aside their bad 
and worldly habits, subduing their sinful inclinations, resisting temp- 
tations earnestly, bearing trials patiently, and seeking to make them- 
selves ever more conformable to Christ, their Divine model. 


Persons interested in becoming Oblates may apply to any one of the 
following monasteries: Immaculate Conception Abbey, Conception, Mis- 
souri; St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota; or St. Meinrad’s Abbey, 
St. Meinrad, Indiana. Application may also be made at the Benedictine 
Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, where a branch has 
been established which is affiliated with the Abbey at Conception. The 
Institute of Oblates is established also in many other Benedictine mon- 
asteries throughout the United States, but we are not in a position to 
give a list of them here. Those wishing to be affiliated with a monastery 
nearer their home can easily inquire at the monastery’ to ascertain 
whether or rot Oblates are there received. 


ous 











Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 


<>: <= 
The Apostles’ Creed 
FirtH ARTICLE 
He descended into hell, the third day He arose again from the dead. 
Continued 
<>: <= 
The Resurrection Proved beyond Doubt 


HRIST truly rose from the dead. Never has any event on earth 
C been proven with more certainty. We are assured of it by the 
holy Scriptures, by the angels, the holy women and the apostles. 
Indeed, the whole system of Christianity bears witness to the resurrec- 
tion; its very essence and stability stand and fall with this truth. One 
of the principal intentions Our Savior had in view in various apparitions 
was to establish the truth of His resurrection. In fact, He gave every 
possfble proof of the fact that He arose from the dead, His very enemies 
acknowledged it, and gave testimony of it by bribing the soldiers who 
had guarded the tomb to spread a false report in an endeavor to conceal 
the truth. 

The testimony of the apostles and disciples of Christ surpasses that 
of all other witnesses. Indeed, we may say that Jesus Christ is truly 
risen, if the apostles have not deceived nor been deceived. That they 
have not been deceived is clear from the fact that they refused to 
believe until they had ample proof. When apprised of the resurrection 
by the holy women, they regarded the report as an idle tale. The sight 
of the empty tomb was not sufficient to convince Peter. Nor did the 
ten apostles trust their eyes when Jesus appeared to them in the 
Cenacle; they were seized with fear, believing they saw a vision, until 
Jesus gave them convincing proof that He was bodily present. And 
Thomas held out to the point of obstinacy against the testimony of all 
the other apostles until he himself had seen the risen Savior and had 
been convinced of His resurrection by personal contact with Him. 

It was therefore only on clear proof that the apostles believed. 
The Savior Himself had to convince them, which He did by appearing 
to them repeatedly, permitting them to touch Him, eating with them, 
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and conferring special powers upon them. Moreover, He appeared 
not only once, but on many occasions and to various persons, and on 
one occasion to as many as five hundred persons. So convinced were 
the apostles finally that they fearlessly preached the resurrection to 
the world and laid down their lives in defense of this truth. God had 
permitted their incredulity because it was to be auxiliary to the faith 
of all ages. With the slow growth of a faith that was to last, they 
became witnesses to their risen Lord “in Jerusalem and all Judea, and 
Samaria, and even to the uttermost parts of the earth”; and thus 
gradually was built up that strong Christian belief in the resurrection 
of Christ which has stood unscathed against the persecutions and in- 
fidelity of every age. 

Certain it is, therefore, that the apostles were not deceived; and 
it is equally certain that there was no deception on their part. In the 
first place, it would have been utterly impossible for them to take the 
Body of Christ from the tomb by stealth, carefully guarded as it was 
and sealed with an immense stone. Furthermore, they would have had 
nothing to gain by spreading a false report that Christ had risen; 
on the contrary, they would have exposed themselves to contempt, per- ° 
secution, imprisonment and even death. Moreover, the apostles were 
as yet timid men who shrank even from appearing in public for fear 
of the Jews. It would be folly to suppose, therefore, that they suddenly 
acquired the courage to go forth and boldly proclaim, as they did, an 
event so stupendous as the resurrection, without a special Divine com- 
mission and special grace from on high, which certainly would not have 
been given for the sake of spreading a blasphemous untruth. 

The Catholic Encyclopedia summarizes the testimony in proof of 
the resurrection as follows: — 

“Briefly, therefore, the fact of Christ’s resurrection is attested by 
more than five hundred eyewitnesses, whose experience, simplicity and 
uprightness of life rendered them incapable of inventing such a fable, 
who lived at a time when any attempt to deceive could have been easily 
discovered, who had nothing in this life to gain, but everything to lose 
by their testimony, whose moral courage exhibited in their apostolic 
life can be explained only by their intimate conviction of the objective 
truth of their message. Again, the fact of Christ’s resurrection is at- 
tested by the eloquent silence of the Synagogue, which had done every- 
thing to prevent deception, which could have easily discovered deception 
if there had been any, which opposed only sleeping witnesses to the 
testimony of the apostles, which did not punish the alleged carelessness 
of the official guard, and which could not answer the testimony of the 
apostles except by threatening them ‘that they speak no more in this 
Name to any man’ (Acts, iv. 17). Finally, the thousands and millions, 
both Jews and Gentiles, who believed the testimony of the apostles in 
spite of all the disadvantages following from such a belief, in short, the 
origin of the Church, requires for its explanation the reality of Christ’s 
resurrection, for the rise of the Church without the resurrection would 
be a greater miracle than the resurrection itself.’’ 

And indeed, it behooved Christ to rise from the dead. It had been 
prophesied of Him (Ps. iii. 6; xv. 10), and He Himself had often and 
solemnly predicted it, at first mysteriously and then quite plainly (Matt. 
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xii. 40; xx. 19. Luke xviii. 33. John ii. 19-22; x. 17-18). He had fore- 
told it as a sign in confirmation of His mission and of His Divinity. 
Had He not risen, He would clearly have been an impostor, and His 
teaching and work would have been an open fraud. But He did truly 
rise, as the Church triumphantly proclaims in her Easter liturgy: 
“Surrexit Dominus vere, alleluia... Scimus Christum surrexisse a 
mortuis vere — The Lord has risen indeed, alleluia... We know that 
Christ has truly risen from the dead’”’ ( Missal). 


The Resurrection, the Beginning of Christ’s Glorious Life 
as God-Man 


In the resurrection, the Body and Soul of Christ were reunited 
to a new life, glorious and immortal. The holy Body, so lately buried 
in the tomb, pale and lifeless, bearing upon It the sad traces of all the 
outrages to which It had been exposed, arose now to a new and glorious 
life. The transfigured Soul re-animated the Body, and imparted to It 
immortal life and glory. Instead of the winding-sheets and ointments 
in which It had been buried, the Body was now clothed with the four 
marvelous attributes of glory: with clearness, which rendered It in- 
comparably beautiful and radiant with light; with impassibility, which 
made It incapable of suffering, corruption and death; with subtlety, 
by which It became spiritualized and capable of penetrating any material 
substance; and with agility, enabling It to transport Itself with the 
Soul in an instant from one place to another. 

These gifts overflowed from the immense glory of the Soul of 
Christ into His sacred Body. Although they were due to His Body from 
the instant of Its conception, because from that very moment His Soul 
was glorified and His whole humanity was united to the Divinity, their 
effects had been suspended in order to permit the Body to remain pass- 
ible and capable of meriting for us our own glory. In the resurrection, 
these gifts were justly called into activity in the proper degree corres- 
ponding to the glory of His Soul and to the union of His humanity with 
the Divinity. 

The sacred Wounds now shone forth from Our Savior’s hands and 
feet and side with such splendor and brilliance that they added a most 
entrancing beauty. According to the opinion of the fathers and doctors 
of the Church, Christ retained these Wounds, and will retain them for 
all eternity, first, in testimony of His victory over hell; secondly, as a 
proof that He rose again in the very same Body in which He had suf- 
fered; thirdly, as an everlasting memorial of His love for mankind; and 
fourthly, that He may exhibit them on the day of judgment for the 
consolation of the just and the confusion of the wicked. 

Thus after His resurrection Jesus “walked ‘in newness of life’ 
(Rom. vi. 4) in a Body of glory (Phil. iii. 21), which displayed the 
whole plenitude and magnificence of this glorious life. For He is the 
‘first-fruit’ (Cor. xv. 20), the ‘first-born from the dead’ (Col. i. 18), 
the Author and Model of all the glorified, and the true Son of God, who 
merited for Himself the crown of glory and honor by His suffering and 
Death (Hebr. ii. 9). The servile form has disappeared, and the Divinity 
now shines forth through the glorified Body, so that the Father can 
say as at the eternal generation: ‘Thou art My Son, this day have I 
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begotten Thee. Ask of Me, and I will give Thee the Gentiles for Thy 
inheritance, and the utmost parts of the earth for Thy possession’ 
(Ps. ii. 7 seq.). 

“‘Who can comprehend the floods of joy and rapture that now pour 
into the Soul of the God-man through the transfigured senses of this 
glorious Body, and flow together into His Sacred Heart? His glorified 
humanity receives a vast kingdom of honor, power and joy, and diffuses 
it again on all sides in streams of light, beatitude and strength. He now 
reigns in truth. In the agility, power and freedom of His glorified 
existence, no point of His kingdom is remote from Him, and His sceptre 
reaches to the utmost boundaries of His vast dominion. The holy 
women who come to Him are the harbingers of millions of adorers; for 
in place of the one nation which had rejected Him, all the nations of 
the earth will be His portion. From His grave the angels proclaim His 
resurrection and send the soldiers as heralds of it into the city, which, 
in the midst of her victory, trembles before the risen Lord. And what 
sets the seal of perfection upon all His happiness and glory is its 
immutability, permanence and eternity. ‘Christ rising again from the 
dead dieth now no more, death shall no more have dominion over Him’ 
(Rom. vi. 9). The bright and beautiful day of a blissful eternity has 
risen for the God-man, and it will never wane nor set.’’ (‘‘Life of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ,’’ Maurice Meschler, S.J.) To be continued 





“Knighthood” in Arizona 
ae ige 


VERY triumph of our Eucharistic King brings renewed 
joy and consolation to souls who have the interests of 
this benign King at heart. It was therefore a source 
of joy to us to receive from the Knights of Columbus 
of the State of Arizona a formal expression of ap- 
preciation of the benefits which the local Tucson 
Council has derived from its participation in the 
Perpetual Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
in our little sanctuary during the past two years. 

Since you, too, dear readers, have proved how deeply you have the 

interests of our Eucharistic King at heart, by your faithful assistance 

in founding a sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration in Tucson, we feel it 
only right that we share these expressions of appreciation with you. 

We know that you, too, will rejoice in the good that is being accom- 

plished through the Eucharistic shrine in Tucson, and to know that 

your sacrifices so generously brought are bearing rich fruits. The 
following is a copy of the document received from the State Secretary 
of the Knights of Columbus: — 
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Respectful Appreciation 
to Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 


HEREAS, Tucson Council 1200, through the invitation of the 

WW Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, during the past two 
years has been honored and privileged to participate in their 

Perpetual Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament through the noc- 
turnal adoration on Fridays; and 

Whereas, by the grace of God and the fruits of this activity, many 
unexpected benefits, both spiritual and material, have been derived by 
Council and members, which have brought joy and local and national 
recognition to this Council; and 

Whereas, deep appreciation is in the hearts of the Brothers so 
benefited, who wish to make public recognition of their appreciation in 
order that other Councils, through their Delegates in convention 
assembled, may follow this Council’s example and promulgate this 
activity in as far as their jurisdictions will permit; and 

Whereas, the national honors, as accorded by the Supreme Council, 
and the local civic acknowledgment to Tucson Council, have likewise 
brought honorable distinction to Knighthood in Arizona, therefore be 
it resolved, that the 33rd Annual State Convention of Arizona Knights, 
in convention assembled, in Nogales, Arizona, expresses its respectful 
and sincere gratitude to the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
in Tucson, and 


Be it further resolved, that a copy of this resolution be spread on 
the minutes of this meeting and a copy be sent to the Benedictine Sisters 
in Tucson, and to the Reverend Mother Mary Dolorosa, Clyde, Missouri, 
superior general of the Congregation in the United States. 

Knights of Columbus in Convention, Nogales, Arizona, May 11-13, 1940 
Louis J. Felix, State Deputy 
Per J. A. Peterson, State Secretary 

This is, of course, only one phase of the good that is being ac- 
complished through the shrine of Perpetual Adoration in Tucson. We 
know that every tabernacle wherein Our Savior deigns to dwell is a 
fountain of graces and blessings for the world of souls, and particularly 
is this true of a throne of exposition, where the Divine King, so to say, 
holds perpetual court. Faith tells us, therefore, that innumerable bless- 
ings radiate from this Eucharistic sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration, 
and that those who have been instrumental in its erection will receive 
a more abundant share of these blessings. 

Work on the new chapel and convent in Tucson is progressing 
steadily, and we hope that by the end of the year our Eucharistic King 
will be reigning on His new sacramental throne. St. Joseph, however, 
still looks to sacrificial souls to help him sustain the heavy financial 
burden, and we know he will show his gratitude in a special way to 
those who come to his assistance. 
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Address of Rt. Rev. Abbot Stephen Schappler, O.S.B. 
In Connection with the Laying of the Cornerstone 
of the New Chapel 


‘ His afternoon, history is being made here in Tucson. Our purpose 
| in being here is to participate in the cornerstone laying, prepara- 
tory to the imposing Chapel and Convent that shall shortly rise 
on this site. The Chapel, as you note from the inscription on the 
cornerstone, is to be dedicated to Christ, our Eucharistic King. The 
Convent will be the home of His consecrated adorers, the Benedictine 
Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, coming to you from their Motherhouse 
in Clyde, Missouri. I repeat, designedly, that history is being made, 
inasmuch as these Sisters, coming here and permanently taking up 
their God-given work among you, add another page to the history of 
the Church in general and to the Benedictine Order in particular. 

“The Honorable Joseph Scott has so graphically told you how, 
during the last fourteen hundred years, St. Benedict and his Order 
have stood upon the heights of Monte Cassino and serenely watched the 
conquerors and the conquered pass in review on the plains below, and 
all the while the Order has continued its work in the interests of the 
Church and the civilization fostered by the teachings of Christ. Today 
another youthful Benedictine institution, another ‘Monte Cassino’ for 
this southwest portion of the United States, assumes reality. It is the 
first Benedictine institution here in this section of the United States. 
These good Benedictine Sisters are the pioneers of the Order for this 
field. 

“In this decade the Benedictines of the United States will celebrate 
their first centennial — one hundred years have passed since the Right 
Reverend Abbot Boniface Wimmer, 0.S.B., and his small group of 
Benedictine monks, established the first Benedictine monastery in the 
United States at Beatty, Pennsylvania. 

“Tucson, it would seem, is the place Our Lord has chosen for 
His Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration. Here this Congregation 
of religious is to extend the work begun by our holy Father St. 
Benedict — the religious life. And with that choice, what a grace has 
been reserved for this section, this diocese of Tucson! We know how 
man has transformed an arid desert into a productive paradise; and 
truly this spot may well be called what it claims to be, as I am informed, 
the ‘land of perpetual sunshine.’ At this hour, as we watch the de- 
clining sun in the west, I am thinking of that other Sun that shall 
arise on this spot — our Eucharistic God. From this elevation, from 
yonder altar, from His Eucharistic Throne, in response to the pleadings 
of His faithful adorers, — religious, Sentinels, Knights, Caballeros, 
verily there shall be in this diocese, in this entire Southwest, spiritually, 
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real perpetual sunshine. Christ, our Eucharistic King, will generously 
dispense and pour forth His golden graces to His choice courtiers. 

“In all this there is a great joy and gratification to all who have 
fostered and encouraged the undertaking. May I, accordingly, take 
this occasion, as the representative of the Benedictine Order, officially, 
in the name of the Order, and also in my own name, to congratulate, 
first of all His Excellency, the Most Reverend Bishop Gercke and his 
clergy, who so graciously invited the Sisters to come to the diocese of 
Tucson. Next may I congratulate the devoted Sisters who have so 
courageously taken up this work and with unlimited trust in God, 
endeavored to begin in these desperate times a new institution dedicated 
to our Eucharistic King. I congratulate also the Sentinels, the Knights 
and the Caballeros in their attempt to help and join with the Sisters 
and to foster in this community Perpetual Adoration. 

“And a final congratulation to those unknown among us, but who 
in the sight of God merited most. Whatever worthwhile transpires 
here among us is not without design and purpose. God does not act 
haphazardly; all is done with order and precision. Why, we might 
ask, why did God select Tucson, when there are hundreds of other 
localities that would welcome this foundation? There must be some 
good souls in this diocese who have prayed so earnestly that this great 
blessing come among you. By the merit of their lives and sacrifices, 
unknown to us, have they merited this grace. Who knows but that 
some of the saintly souls who years and years ago, down the past 
three centuries, under the direction of the holy padres of old, who 
left this desert and are now transplanted into the paradise of eternity, 
by their power of intercession have provided for this grace, and have 
given to this generation and to all future generations this great bless- 
ing —a new Sanctuary to our Eucharistic King. May they, by their 
continued power of intercession, provide for many other souls who 
are devoted to their cause. To them, also, deepest sentiments of appre- 
ciation and congratulation!” 


A Way of Helping 


ROM a laborer we have received the inquiry: ‘‘Do you accept 
LOANS? .. Can loan be withdrawn any time.. I would like to loan 
my money to the Benedictine Sisters because thereby it would be work- 
ing for a most worthy cause and still be more safe than in banks...” 


To this and similar letters we reply: We WILL accept loans, se- 
cured by promissory notes. We shall pay interest punctually. Sunis 
under $500 will be paid upon demand without notice; on sums exceed- 
ing $500 we would require from two weeks’ to two months’ notice, 
according to the amount to be withdrawn. We shall gladly give further 
information regarding security and interest. 
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N the rustic setting of the so-called “Bad Lands” of 

North Dakota, amid the ever-changing beauties of God’s 

visible creation, stands a simple, humble structure, a 

modest church, with its golden cross pointing heaven- 
ward. It is a home-like building, and from its unassuming belfry twice 
daily the bell tolls an invitation to prayer. Every morning and every 
evening the little church that harbors God is filled with faithful souls 
who come to give to Him the homage which is His due. Daily from 
fifty to a hundred souls are refreshed at the Banquet which the Lord 
offers and in which He gives Himself. In the morning they seek His 
blessing for the on-coming day; in the evening they return to give 
thanks for gifts and graces received. 

But yet more marvelous, nay almost unbelievable, is a work which 
has been accomplished through the efforts of the zealous pastor — 
the Perpetual Adoration of Our Lord in the little tabernacle— and 
this not by a community of priests or sisters, but by the members of a 
small parish numbering scarcely eight hundred persons, only half of 
whom live in the town. Silently they come — silently they go. With- 
out the heraldry of pomp or power, without the insignia of royalty, 
the devout lay-people watch day and night before the Throne of the 
King of kings. No one but God sees the great sacrifices they make in 
order to be faithful to their guard of honor; they do not ask nor accept 
praise, because they feel they simply fulfil a sacred duty. 

At three in the morning or at three in the afternoon, there is always 
someone there adoring — someone kneeling in silent prayer before the 
Eucharistic Savior. Generously the individual members of the con- 
gregation have taken upon themselves the duty of keeping an hour’s 
watch before the Blessed Sacrament. No blare of trumpets has heralded 
this most significant endeavor, but sooner or later the world will know 
and praise, and, let us hope, imitate the remarkable devotion of this 
fervent community and its earnest pastor. 

Even now the results evidenced in the community are most con- 
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soling. Hardened sinners, because of this unceasing prayer, have come 
to know and to love God, and have resolved to serve Him better. 
Fallen-away Catholics have returned to the Faith, non-Catholics have 
received the grace of conversion, but best of all, the good, practical 
Catholics are becoming more and more fervent in the practice of their 
religion. Perhaps the most noteworthy fruit of the Perpetual Adoration 
is the steadily increasing number of Holy Communions. In the first 
four months of this year, there were over ten thousand, and this in a 
parish of only eight hundred souls. Such faith and zeal brings to 
mind the early days of the Christian religion, when the love of God 
was placed before all else, when the love of God was the motive power 
of family, social and political life. 

As Christ looks out over this war-torn, material-minded world, how 
pleased He must be to behold these men, women and children keeping 
their silent watch before His tabernacle-home during the succeeding 
hours of the day, and especially during the night, when tired working 
people sacrifice to Him some of their well-earned hours of rest. How 
it must console His outraged Heart to see the inhabitants of that section 
of the country heeding His plea to “watch one hour” with Him. There, 
at least, the Most Blessed Sacrament is never left alone. He who loves 
men so much has always some of His friends with Him. And who can 
tell the extent of the graces and blessings which these tireless watchers 
draw down upon humanity; who can measure the benefits which the 
world at large reaps from the efforts of these sacrificial adorers? Ah, 
that in many more parishes the flame of Eucharistic devotedness would 
be kindled; that many more souls would be inspired to spend some time 
daily in the Sacred Presence of Him whose delights are to be with the 
children of men; that many others would seek to lessen in some degree 
the hours of loneliness which Jesus takes upon Himself in order that 
He may be our Emmanuel, our God-with-us. 

The method of introducing the Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament in the parish of Belfield, N. D. was surprisingly simple. 
The matter was proposed to the parishioners in a sermon, the pastor 
promising to take one of the nocturnal hours, as they wished. The 
proposal met with a whole-hearted response, the members of the Holy 
Name Society soliciting the nocturnal hours between nine P. M. and 
five A. M., and the members of the Holy Rosary Society soliciting the 
day hours. Upon being questioned as to the system employed in 
arranging the adoration hours, the pastor replied with the simplicity 
characteristic of humble. souls: “There is a cardboard at the entrance 
of the church showing all the members of the Perpetual Adoration 
society and the hours of the week during which they have pledged them- 
selves to adore. Nobody leaves before the next one comes, even if 
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they would have to stay two hours. If somebody misses, we look them 
up immediately; if necessary we get somebody else to take their place.” 

In the book rack of the church is a supply of booklets with prayers 
and reflections suitable for the adoration hours, and the adorers are 
free to take a book as they enter the church, replacing it again as they 
leave after their hour of adoration. 

The good pastor disclaims all credit for the zeal of his parishioners, 
insisting that it is due to the prayers of fervent souls, particularly those 
of a certain community of religious. Be that as it may, we know that 
a fervent flock bespeaks a fervent shepherd, and that the fire of Eu- 
charistic love must have been enkindled in the heart of the pastor ere 
it sprang into flame in the hearts of the eight hundred souls entrusted 
to his pastoral care. 





Sylvester, the Ne’er-do-well 
—&:<4- 


PRING had come. The warm sun stroked the gray walls 
of St. Martin’s with gleaming fingers of gold, enfolding 
the majestic edifice, now many hundreds of years old, 
in a shimmering garment of deep yellow sheen. The 
mild breeze, saturated with the fragrance of violets, 
ruffied the silvery hair of the village pastor as he stepped 
out of the rectory adjoining the church. With trembling 
hands he scattered a mixture of seeds and wheat on the 
pavement of the courtyard, and with a gentle, slightly 
husky voice called his feathered pets. A flock of steel- 

gray and white pigeons flew down from the roof of the church and began 

to feed busily while the aged pastor looked on complacently. 

The priest, absorbed in the contemplation of his pets, had not 
noticed that a tall, strongly-built girl had placed her water bucket 
down near the wall in the neighboring garden, and it was only her clear 
morning greeting that roused him from his reverie. 

“Ah, yes, Josepha” he answered kindly, drawing closer to the fence. 
“This is indeed a beautiful spring day, and how wonderfully all God’s 
creatures go their appointed way and all nature rejoices, as though 
there were no war which the arrogant godless have brought upon us. 
The war has already lasted so many years that one feels certain our 
dear country must go to destruction. The year 1618 was indeed very 
bad, but its later brothers have become even more so. God bless you, 
dear child! May you always remain cheerful and diligent!’”’ While 
Josepha was filling her shining bucket with water from the well, the 
aged priest gazed out over the garden, as though looking for someone. 
“Where is Sylvester keeping himself this morning?’ he asked. “I 
did not see him at early Mass, and he never misses otherwise.” 

Josepha’s face flushed at this question. Tossing back her dark 
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curls, she answered: ‘Papa thinks that Sylvester’s idling away of time 
must come to an end, along with his everlasting running to church. 
That is all right for the rich folks, who have nothing else to do, but 
we are farmers and have to work hard. Of what good is a useless lad 
like our Sylvester? He will never be a good farmer if he keeps on like 
this.’’ 

The priest looked steadfastly at Josepha. “It is a wise saying which 
admonishes us to ‘pray and labor,’ Josepha, but let us not forget that 
prayer comes first. Our work becomes again as easy if we have assisted 
at Holy Mass in the morning.’’ The girl flushed angrily. ‘If that were 
the case, Reverend Father, our Sylvester should work wonders, but 
instead he takes hold of everything so awkwardly. Everybody likes 
him, it is true, but to us he is a real cross. Our dear mother, of blessed 
memory, has spoiled him.’’ The old priest nodded. ‘A beautiful soul 
was your mother, Josepha; give her memory its due honor. She under- 
stood how to train Sylvester for something else than a farmer.” ‘For 
what, then? —a priest? Papa does not intend to have him study for 
the priesthood.”’ 

With a slight smile, the priest answered: “You know, Josepha, a 
priest must have patience and an iron will when those who are stubborn 
among his parishioners cause him trouble. Sylvester would have the 
patience all right, but he might lack something in the strict government. 
He would hardly have the courage to speak a harsh word to a head- 
strong young man or maiden.” 

At this, Josepha hung her head in shame. “Ah, Father, it was my 
intention to speak to you when I came out here... I thought perhaps 
you could have a serious talk with Sylvester and tell him to put more 
energy into his work, because he will have to take charge of the farm 
when Papa is no longer able. For, what else would Sylvester be able 
to learn? He is good for nothing but dreaming.” 


Each According to His Gifts 


“Do not say that, Josepha! He can read and write and serve Holy 
Mass as well as the sacristan. It is always a joy to me when the boy 
serves. See, there are many plants in the earthly garden of God; there 
are useful fruit trees, fragrant flowers, vegetables and shrubs. And 
there is also a slender tree called the cypress; it affords no shade and 
one would think it to be of no good. Yet it points directly to heaven 
and always strives upward, away from the earth. People differ in the 
same manner; some do useful things by the labor of their hands, others 
with their mind and intellect. Both serve the Creator with the gifts 
He has given them. But there are also persons — not many, who seek 
heaven with their whole heart; they always strive upward like the 
cypress tree. Such a one is your brother; he will never do for a farmer, 
but rather to serve in some sacred place, perhaps as a brother in a 
monastery. One must not expect apples to grow on a cypress tree, nor 
fragrant lilies on a stalk of cabbage. If you try to make a farmer of 
Sylvester, you will make a crippled tree of him and he will not serve 
his Creator according to his ability and powers.” 

Josepha shook her head sadly: ‘My father will never consent to 
his only son entering a monastery, nor allow this beautiful place tu 
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fall into the hands of strangers.’’ ‘But you are still here, Josepha, 
and with some good life partner the farm would perhaps be in better 
hands than if it would fall to a worthless son, as you say Sylvester is.’”’ 
Josepha picked up her bucket and turned to hasten away. “Do not be 
angry, Josepha,’”’ said the old pastor, “I shall speak to Sylvester and 
to your father. Our Lord will see to it that all turns out well.” 


* * * 


Over the crest of the hills which surrounded the village and 
stretched along the north side of the stream like a sleeping monster, 
big storm clouds had been moving all day long, driven by the winds 
and ready to drop their moisture on the flock of sheep grazing between 
the moss covered rocks. Their shepherd, a gray-haired old man, stood 
quietly resting, supported by his cane, and gazing steadily at the 
horizon. 

A twelve-year-old boy of slender build, with blonde hair and a mild 
expression on his countenance, was sharing his bread with a large gray 
shepherd dog. The old shepherd ate his lunch with great relish; never- 
theless he did not take his eyes from the distant horizon. Sylvester 
paid no attention to him, but listened to the bells ringing from the old 
tower of St. Martin’s and re-echoing in the valley below. ‘They are 
ringing for the Rosary, Gregory; shall we pray it together?’’ “‘Yes, pray, 
Sylvester, for we have need of it. I have to watch my sheep.’”’ Sylvester 
knelt down and began the Rosary. His face was gradually illumined 
by a deep, earnest joy. He seemed to be submerged in another world 
and his eyes shone with the happiness he felt. As he remained im- 
movable for a long time, Gregory finally touched him on the shoulder. 
As the lad slowly rose and picked up his bundle, he said: “I have to 
go now, Gregory, Father might need me. I wish I could stay up here 
and help herd the sheep; then I would at least be useful for something. 
I should like to enter a monastery but Father will never consent.” 

“We cannot all be the same; one works much and another little,” 
dryly answered Gregory. “But if you want to be of use, go home and 
tell your people that there is danger approaching. Already I see the 
smoke clouds over at Altstetten; there the cursed ‘Leather Coats” are 
plundering and setting fire to buildings. Before twelve hours they will 
be entering St. Martin’s and it will be well to make everything sure. 
I shall drive my flock to the Wester hill and remain there till the 
soldiers have passed by. Now run, Sylvester. The sooner you get there 
the better!” To be continued 


_—__oaoa aman 


St. Francis Convent 
Tucson, Arizona 


offers the advantages of Convent surroundings to members of religious 
Sisterhoods whose physical condition requires warmth and sunshine. 
Those suffering from communicable diseases or requiring hospital care 
not accepted. For terms apply to 


Sister Superior, 
1640 N. Campbell Avenue, Tucson, Arizona. 
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Siathe Gover’ League 


pide 


OW that Mother Earth is once again basking in the rays 
of the summer sun, we know that our dear Little Lovers 
are happily enjoying vacation pastimes, for vacation is 
a happy time, is it not? It would be interesting to know 
just what each one of you is doing to spend the leisure 
time which is now yours; we hope that you all find some- 
thing interesting and helpful to do. It is always a good 

plan when we arise in the morning to think of how we are going to 

spend the coming day, to plan some good deeds that we can do to help 
others, little acts of kindness which will make those around us happy. 

And, of course, it is always taken for granted that children should try 

to help their parents as much as they can, especially doing little errands 

for their mother. 

Dear Little Lovers, we believe you can learn a good lesson from 
the following story. It is all contained in that little proverb: Do unto 
others as you would have others do unto you. Once upon a time a little 
boy lived with his mother high up in the Rocky Mountains, on the edge 
of a forest. One day the child was naughty and his mother punished 
him severely. Robert, for that was his name, became very angry and 
rebellious, and ran out of the house crying: “I hate you! I hate you!” 
That was a terrible thing for him to say, but it just shows how unruly 
children can become when they allow themselves to grow angry. On 
and on Robert ran, until he found himself deep in the forest, standing 
on the edge of a great ravine with a towering cliff on the other side. 
He stopped in his flight, but still trembling with rage, he again cried 
out: “I hate you! I hate you!” Then he stopped in amazement, for 
he heard an angry voice answering him: “I hate you! I hate you!” 
He wondered who it could be out there in the forest that hated him, 
but as he was very much frightened, he did not stop to find out who 
it was, but ran home as fast as he could. He hurried to his mother, 
realizing now that she was his best friend when danger threatened. 
He told her about the bad man in the forest who had cried out to him: 
“T hate you.” His mother understood very well how it was that her 
little boy had heard the cry: “I hate you,” so she had him lead her 
back into the forest to the spot where he had heard the voice calling 
to him. But now all was silent, so she said to Robert: “Now, son, 
call as loudly as you can: ‘I love you! I love you!’” Robert did as 
he was told, and he heard the voice calling back to him as before, only 


1? 


now it said: “I love you! I love you!” In surprise Robert turned 
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to his mother for an explanation. She told him that the voice which 
answered him was nothing else but the echo of his own voice, so that 
whatever he called out was repeated again to him. She ended by say- 
ing: “My son, that is the law of life. What you give, you get.” Robert 
understood the lesson, and whenever he was tempted to become angry, 
he would remember the sound of that angry voice which had cried 
out to him in the forest. 

Dear Little Lovers, this story contains a good lesson for all of 
us. You have often heard the saying: “As you measure to your 
neighbor, he will measure back to you.” If we are mean, unfair, 
dishonest to others, we will be treated in the same way by them. We 
cannot act in that way and not suffer. We are punished by our sins, 
not for them. On the other hand, if we are kind and loving toward 
others, they will also be kind and loving toward us. 


Your Contest 


For this month, we have reserved the contest letters telling about 
Catholic Action. There are only two prize winners in this group, as 
we did not have so many letters on that subject. The prizes have been 
awarded to Frances Cummings, of Notre Dame of Maryland, Baltimore, 
Maryland, and to James Gay, of Our Lady of Angels Academy, Little 
Falls, Minnesota. First we will print Frances’ letter and the letter 
written by James will immediately follow. 


N some countries like Mexico, and Russia, little children are not 
allowed to go to school where they are taught to know the good God. 
To make it even worse they are made to say over and over again. ‘‘There 
is no God.’’ We who live in the United States should be very happy that 
we can go to school where we have the kind Sisters to guide us and 
where we learn about God and His Church. So that we may always 
have our schools and churches open we must try to get more people, 
children as well as grown-ups, to know and love God. We can do this 
in one way by good example, that is, by leading good lives, by obeying 
the commandments of God and of His Church. We should pray every 
day for all the little children in other countries and even in our own 
country who never hear a word about God or His Divine Son. 
These are a few ways that we can help the bishops and priests save 
souls and spread Christ’s teachings. This is what we mean when we 
speak of Catholic Action. 





HROUGHOUT the last years of the life of our late beloved Holy 
Father, Pius XI, I heard so much about Catholic Action that it grew 

to be a part of myself. Here at Our Lady of the Angels, I found myself 
reading and trying to encourage others to buy Catholic literature for 
the better knowledge of our religion. So many means are given to us 
Catholics to promote God’s honor and glory among those who were not 
born into a Catholic home, or among Catholics, who have become care- 
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less because they are not active members of their Church, and I feel God 
will punish us if we neglect to do our part in making Him known and 
loved in our little way. I have joined our Knights of the Altar Club 
and we are doing all we can in our spare minutes to help carry on 
social work to help others, especially our missionary priests. 

I would like to continue writing for the contests, compositions on 
the saints and on the mysteries of our religion, because by so doing I 
learn so much more about them. I learned to know every one of the 
Apostles through the contests of the last year and it’s fun to watch for 
the magazine of each month and see what ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


te Ss Sa Saat Sts ets eS Se Se ts Se Se 


Practice: During this month, let 
us try to impress upon our minds and 
hearts the lesson contained in the 
words: Do unto others as you would 
have others do unto you. If we re- 
member this saying every time that 
we are inclined to grow angry, to cheat 
at playing games, or tell an untruth, 
etc., it will be a great help to us not 
to allow ourselves to do such things. 
During this month also try to honor 
good Saint Anne, whose feast is on 
July 26th. As you know she is the 
mother of the Blessed Virgin and the 
grandmother of little Jesus. She loves 
children very much and will help you 
to remain true to Jesus and Mary. 
Also do not forget to keep on praying 
earnestly for peace, as the Holy Father 
wishes children to do. 


Aspiration: Good St. Anne, pray 
for us. 





otpotpotetetetpetfetetpoine 


wants us to research on. We count it in class as a religious activity and 
we get so much fun reading the different books and then grouping 
around with our letters. Sometimes our letters sound ridiculous but 
we know the Sisters understand. I am hoping you will continue the 
contests as it is appreciated by our class. 


Our dear little friends from Maryland are carrying off most of 
the honors this month, for Honorable Mention goes to the following, 
all of Notre Dame of Maryland school: 

Marie Jones, age 9 years Louise Shafer, age 9 years 


Salley Walter, age 9% years Jane Simpson, age 8% years 
Rose Marie Milholland, age 9 years 
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Fountains of Consolation 
pide 


HE greatest treasure which the Catholic Church possesses 
is the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, because it is one and 
the same Sacrifice as that of Christ on the Cross. On 
the altar, as on the Cross, the Victim and the Priest 
are none other than Jesus Christ Himself, the God-man, 
“the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world” 
and who blots them out with His own Blood. For this 
reason the holy Sacrifice of the Mass is of infinite 
worth. It is the only sacrifice worthy of God, the only 

one that renders Him perfect adoration, perfect praise and thanks, 

perfect petition and satisfaction. This Sacrifice applies to us, the 
faithful, the members of the Mystical Body of Christ, the graces and 
merits gained for us once and for all by our Divine Head in the bloody 

Sacrifice of the Cross. In Holy Mass and through Holy Mass, the 

Divine Blood of Our Savior is mystically circulated through our souls; 

in this holy Sacrifice the members are permeated with the stream of 

life which flows from the Head. 

Holy Mass is our greatest treasure; it is an inexhaustible fountain 
from which we can daily draw the waters of life, not only for ourselves, 
but for all mankind, living and departed. In virtue of Holy Mass, 
we can approach God with confidence and address to Him this petition: 
“Eternal Father, behold, I offer Thee the sacred Host, the Chalice of 
Salvation; do Thou in return deign to release that soul so dear to me 
from the painful prison of purgatory!” 

We can give no greater honor, no greater joy, to God, our Father, 
than to present to Him His only-begotten Son, in whom He is well 
pleased. This we do in Holy Mass. Further, we give Him great joy 
and glory when we assist His beloved children suffering in the flames 
of purgatory. In no other way can we do this more effectively than 
by offering the holy Sacrifice of the Mass and participating in its 
offering. In this treasure, this boundless wealth which is daily at our 
disposal, we have the most perfect means of rendering assistance to 
the poor souls. 

Although God is omnipotent, He cannot open the gates of heaven 
to the poor souls until they have fully satisfied His Divine justice. 
He deigns, therefore, to depend upon our assistance, so to say, in re- 
leasing the souls from purgatory. What an honor for us, and what an 
opportunity to practice a spiritual work of mercy! Oh, let us make 
use of it while yet we have “the light of day,” while yet we are in the 
realm of time, while yet the time of mercy lasts. Whether we shall 
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be alive tomorrow we do not know. Today, then, let us draw from 
the fountains whence flow the waters of life. How many a poor soul 
sighs and longs for just one more Holy Mass, — hungers and thirsts 
in unspeakable torture for the all-atoning Sacrifice and the saving 
Banquet of our altars. Ah, could they but assist at Holy Mass just 
once more, could they satisfy their hunger for the Body and Blood of 
their Savior by just one more Holy Communion! But alas! — it is 
too late! In purgatory there is no Holy Mass; there no priest offers 
up the infinitely perfect Sacrifice of adoration, thanksgiving, reparation 
and petition. 

Hence the poor souls direct their longing glances and their plead- 
ing cries for help to us here below, imploring us to “take the Chalice 
of Salvation” and render satisfaction to the justice of God for their 
sins. Qh, let us hasten daily to the fountain of living water, to Holy 
Mass, while yet God gives us time and opportunity. The hour will 
come when we, too, like the poor souls, shall no longer be able to ap- 
proach this fountain of consolation; when we, too, shall be wholly 
dependent upon the help and the mercy of others. And when that hour 
comes, we shall experience this assistance the more speedily and 
effectively if we have drawn copiously from the fountains of salvation 
for the honor of God and the consolation of the souls in purgatory 
during our earthly sojourn. 

In Holy Mass, the Precious Blood of Christ, the price of our 
Redemption, is shed anew in a mystical manner upon the altar. Let 
us seize this golden opportunity to offer It to the Heavenly Father for 
the souls of the faithful departed, as well as for our own welfare and 
for the needs of Holy Church, so numerous and so urgent in these 
critical times. 


Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, 
in expiation for my sins, for the relief of the suffering souls in purga- 
tory, and for the wants of Holy Church. 

Ind. of 500 days each time. Plenary once a month, under the 
usual conditions, if the prayer has been said daily for an entire month. 
Sac. Pen. Mar. 10, 1933. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, help Thy servants whom Thou hast 
redeemed with Thy Precious Blood. 

Ind. of 300 days each time. Sac. Pen. Mar. 23, 1933. 
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@ Good St. Anne (feast July 26th) 





An interesting booklet which sets forth the dignity of St. Anne as 
the mother of the Blessed Virgin and the grandmother of Our Lord; 
tells also of the marvelous favors obtained through her intercession. 
St. Anne is also the model and patron of Christian mothers. Many 
prayers contained in the booklet. 64 pages; 10¢ each. 


@ St. Teresa of the Child Jesus 


A charming sketch of the life of this favored child of God, with illus- 
trations. It sets forth her “Little Way,’’ with practical reflections 
as to its application to every-day life. Prayers. 64 pages; 10¢ each. 





@ My Daily Visit 


A very popular booklet which contains reflections and prayers for 
seven visits to our Eucharistic Lord, appropriate for each day of 
the week, together with a Mass devotion of indulgenced prayers; 
ideal for use the year round. 64 pages; 5¢ each. 





@ Devotion to the Holy Face 


A touching and edifying booklet giving reflections on the devotion to 
the Holy Face of Our Savior, in its various aspects derived from the 
mysteries of His life; an explanation of the Veil of Veronica, and an 
account of the saints who have venerated the Holy Face. Mass Devo- 
tions and many prayers. 5¢ each. 





@ Jesus Loves Me 


An appealing booklet treating of the love of the Son of God as mani- 
fested in the various mysteries of His life, and particularly in the 
Holy Eucharist, with beautiful and inspiring reflections on the Precious 
Blood. Many prayers are also given. 5¢ each. 





@ Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 


An all-too-little known booklet dealing with that most vital of 
subjects — prayer. It gives helpful instructions not only upon the 
necessity and manner of praying, but also upon the delights which 
faithful souls experience from prayer. 64 pages; 10¢ each. 





Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Good Reading for July 


@ Devotion to the Precious Blood 


aad 


A worth-while booklet explaining the excellence of devotion to the 
Precious Blood. Especially appropriate for July, when Holy Church 
directs us to devotion to the Blood of Christ by which we were 
redeemed. The booklet gives the Mass of the Precious Blood, a litany 
and many beautiful prayers. 64 pages; 10¢ each. 





@ St. Benedict, the Beloved of God (Patronage feast, July | 1th) 





Gives a sketch of the life, miracles and glorious death of this powerful 
helper in various needs, and the patron of a happy death. It also 
contains an explanation of the Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict, its 
wonderful efficacy and merits, with prayers. 64 pages; 10¢ each. 


@ More Precious than Diamonds 
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Treats of the one thing which alone is necessary for time and 
eternity — the love of God. This inspiring booklet also gives instruc- 
tions on grace, that necessary possession of every Christian, which 
in many cases is little understood. 64 pages; 10¢ each. 


@ Devotion to the Holy Wounds 


Appropriate also for July reading. A splendid booklet which explains 
devotion to the Wounds of Our Savior, the portals from whence 
issued His Precious Blood. It contains many prayers in honor of the 
Holy Wounds. 64 pages; 10¢ each. 


@ The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 


Explains the origin and object of these devotions, their beauty and 
value especially in these times of: irreligion, and also the manner 
of practicing them. A booklet which will delight lovers of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. Many prayers are included. 64 pages; 5¢ each. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





